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5500 Campanile Drive 
San Diego, CA 92182 
Email: pmarcell@sdsu.edu 
Phone: (619) 594-0906 
Web: https://geography.sdsu.edu/people/bios/joassart-marcelli 
 

 

EDUCATION 
Post-Doctorate (1999-2002), Department of Geography, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, California (funded by the National Science Foundation, Geography and Regional Science 
Division) 

Ph.D. (August 1999), Political Economy & Public Policy, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, California 

M.A. (Maîtrise), (1992), Economics, Facultés Universitaires Notre-Dame de la Paix (FUNDP), Namur, 
Belgium 

B.A. (Licence), (1991), Economics, FUNDP, Namur, Belgium 

 

CURRENT POSITIONS 
Professor (September 2015 – current), Department of Geography, San Diego State University, San 
Diego, CA 

Founding Co-Director (August 2022 – current), Center for Better Food Futures, San Diego State 
University, San Diego, CA 

Director and Undergraduate Adviser (September 2016 – current), Urban Studies Program, College 
of Arts and Letters, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 

Director and Undergraduate Adviser (September 2021 – current), Food Studies Program, College 
of Arts and Letters, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 

Affiliated Faculty (2010-present) Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Young People, 
Environments, Society, and Space (YESS), College of Arts and Letters, San Diego State University, 
San Diego, CA 

Associate Graduate Faculty (2010-present) Women’s Studies, College of Arts and Letters, San 
Diego State University, San Diego, CA 

 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
Associate Professor, San Diego State University, Geography, 2009-2015 

mailto:pmarcell@sdsu.edu
https://geography.sdsu.edu/people/bios/joassart-marcelli
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Co-Director and Undergraduate Adviser, Urban Studies Program, San Diego State University, 
2010-2016 

Assistant Professor, San Diego State University, Geography, 2007-2009 

  Visiting Scholar, Harvard University, Joint Center for Housing Studies, 2003-2004 

  Assistant Professor, University of Massachusetts, Boston, Economics, Policy Studies, 2002-2007 

  Postdoctoral Fellow and Lecturer, University of Southern California, Geography, 2000-2001 

  Assistant Professor, Southwestern College, Economics, Assistant Professor, 1998-1999   

Lecturer, California State San Marcos, Economics, 1998 

  Adjunct Professor, Southwestern College, Economics, 1998    

Lecturer, California State Fullerton, Economics, 1997-1998  

Adjunct Professor, University of San Diego, Economics, 1998  

Adjunct Professor, Santa Monica Community College, Economics, 1996-1997  

Adjunct Professor, Glendale Community College, Economics, 1996  

Instructor, University of Southern California, Economics, 1996  

Teaching Assistant, University of southern California, Economics, 1993-1997  

 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
Geographies of food 

Urban geography, gentrification 

Immigration, race, ethnicity 

Informal work, low-wage labor 

Children, youth, and families 

 

DISSERTATION 
Participation in Informal Labor Markets: Evidence from Latina Immigrants in Los Angeles 

Abstract: Using a unique survey of unauthorized Mexican immigrants combined with 1990 Census 
data, the dissertation analyzes participation in informal economic activities and labor market 
outcomes of Latina immigrants in Los Angeles County by focusing on the local interaction 
between structural factors (i.e., immigration, economic restructuring, social networks) and 
individual-level variables (i.e. race, ethnicity, gender, and human capital).  

Advisors: James Robinson (Chair), Michael Dear, John Elliott, and Nora Hamilton.  
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PUBLICATIONS 
Refereed   
Articles: 

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Bosco, Fernando J. 2023. “Best for Foodies”: Food, 
Digital Media, and Planetary Gentrification. International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research. Forthcoming. IF: 3.732 
 
Bosco, Fernando J. and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2018. Relational Space and Place 
and Food Environments: Geographic Insights for Critical Sustainability Research. 
Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences 8(4), 539-546. IF: NA 
 
Bosco, Fernando J., Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and O'Neal, Blaire. 2017. Food 
Journeys: Place, Mobility, and the Everyday Food Practices of Young People. Annals 
of the American Association of Geographers 107(6): 1479-1498. IF: 3.037 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Rossiter, Jamie S., and Bosco, Fernando J. 2017. Ethnic 
Markets and Community Food Security in an Urban ‘Food Desert.’ Environment and 
Planning A 49(7): 1642-1663. IF: 3.146 
 
Bosco, Fernando J., and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2015. Participatory Planning and 
Children's Emotional Labor in the Production of Urban Nature. Emotion, Space and 
Society 16: 30-40. IF: 1.463 
 

 Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2014. Alternative Food Projects, 
Localization and Urban Development: Farmers’ Markets in Southern California. 
Métropoles 15(1): 2-23. IF: NA 

 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2014. Gender, Social Networks Geographies and Low-
wage Employment among Recent Mexican Immigrants in Los Angeles. Urban 
Geography 35(6): 822-851. IF: 1.74 
 
Lee, Keith, Newell, Josh, Wolch, Jennifer R., Schneider, Nicole, and Joassart-Marcelli, 
20. Pascale. 2014. Story-Networks of Livestock and Climate Change: Actors, their 
Artifacts, and the Shaping of Urban Print Media. Society and Natural Resources 27(9): 
948-963. IF: 2.07 
 
Reynolds, Kim D, Dahmann, Nicholas, Wolch, Jennifer R., Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, 
Dunton, Genevieve, Rudulph, Diana, Newell, Josh, Thayer, Jennifer and Jerrett, 
Michael. 2014. Factors Predicting the Capacity of Los Angeles City-Region Recreation 
Programs to Promote Energy Expenditure. Health and Place 28: 67-72. IF: 3.202 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2013. Ethnic Concentration and Nonprofit Organizations: 
The Political and Economic Geography of Immigrant Services in Boston. International 
Migration Review 47(3): 730-772. IF: 2.915 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Wolch, Jennifer R. and Salim, Zia. 2011. Building the 
Healthy City: The Role of Nonprofits in Creating Active Urban Parks. Urban Geography 
32(5): 682-711. IF: 1.74 
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Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2010. Leveling the Playing Field? Urban Disparities in 
Funding for Local Parks and Recreation. Environment and Planning A 42(5): 1174-1192. 
IF: 3.146 
 
Dahman, Nicholas, Wolch, Jennifer, Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Reynolds, Kim and 
Jerrett, Michael. 2010. The Active City: Recreation Programs, Public Health and 
Environmental Justice. Health and Place 16: 431-445. IF: 3.202. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Stephens, Philip. 2010. Immigrant Banking and 
Financial Exclusion in Greater Boston. Journal of Economic Geography: 883-912.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2009. Devolution, Deconcentration, and the Nonprofit 
Sector: Rental Housing Subsidies in the Greater Boston Area. Space and Polity 13(3): 
253-276.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2009. The Spatial Determinants of Wage Inequality: 
Evidence from Recent Latina Immigrants in Southern California. Feminist Economics 
15(2): 33-72.  

 
  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2007. Closing the Gap between Places of Work and 

Residence: The Role of Rental Assistance Programs in Southern California. Housing 
Policy Debate 18 (1): 107-144. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Giordano, Alberto. 2006. Does Local Access to 
Employment Services Reduce Unemployment? A GIS Analysis of One-Stop Career 
Centers. Policy Sciences 39: 335-359.  
 

  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Wolch, Jennifer, Alonso, Alejandro, and Sessoms, Nathan. 
2005. Spatial Segregation of the Poor in Southern California: A Multidimensional 
Analysis. Urban Geography 26 (7): 587-609. 
 

  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Wolch, Jennifer R., and Musso, Juliet. 2005. Fiscal 
Consequences of Concentrated Poverty in a Metropolitan Region. The Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 95(2): 336-356. 

 
  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Musso, Juliet. 2005. Municipal Service Provision 

Choices within a Metropolitan Area. Urban Affairs Review 40 (4): 492-519. 
 
  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2005. Working Poverty in Southern California: Towards an 

Operational Measure. Social Science Research 34 (1): 20-43. 
 
  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Wolch, Jennifer. 2003. The Intrametropolitan 

Geography of Poverty and the Nonprofit Sector in Southern California. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly 32 (1): 70-96. 

 
  Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Musso, Juliet. 2001. The Distributive Impact of Federal 

Fiscal Policy: Federal Spending and Southern California Cities. Urban Affairs Review 
37(2): 163-183. 

 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Laux, Hans Dieter. 2001. Wo sich Erste und Dritte Welt 
treffen: Der Informelle Sektor in Los Angeles (Where First and Third Worlds Meet: The 
Informal Sector in Los Angeles). Praxis Geographie 31(4): 1-6. 
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  Erie, Steven P. and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2000. Unraveling Southern California’s 

Water/Growth Nexus: Metropolitan Water District Policies and Subsidies for Suburban 
Development, 1928-1996. California Western Law Review 36(2): 267. 

 
Marcelli, Enrico A., Manuel Pastor Jr., and Joassart, Pascale. 1999. Estimating the Effects 
of Informal Economic Activity: Evidence from Los Angeles County. Journal of Economic 
Issues 33 (3): 579-607.  

 

Books: 
 Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2022. Food Geographies: Social, Political, and Ecological 

Connections. Exploring Geography Series. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  

 Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2021. The $16 Taco: Contested Geographies of Food, 
Ethnicity, and Gentrification. Seattle, WA: Washington University Press.  

- Best Book Award (2022), Association for the Study of Food and Society 
- Book Award Runner-up (2022), Food and Agriculture Specialty Group of 

the American Association of Geographers 
- Reviewed in AAG Review of Books, Journal of Urban Affairs, Choice, 

California History,  
- Featured on Civil Eats, FoodTank, and Studio ATAO’s recommended 

books reading lists 
 

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Bosco, Fernando (Eds.). 2018. Food and Place: A Critical 
Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  
 
Marcelli, Enrico, Williams, Colin and Joassart, Pascale (Eds.). 2010. Informal Work in 
Developed Nations. London: Routledge. 

 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale (Ed.). 2012. Our Food, Our World: Geography of Food Student 
Cookbook. Blurb Publishing.  

 
Marcelli, Enrico, Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Madj-Sadjadi, Zagros. 1998. Cities and 
Urban Life, Instructor Manual. Prentice Hall. 

 

Book 
Chapters: 

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2023. Cinematic Counter-Cartographies of Black and 
Brown Girlhood in the French Banlieue. In Stuart Aitken and Jake Rowlett (Eds.) 
Imagining Young Lives. Routledge. Forthcoming. 

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2020. The Taste of Gentrification: 
Difference and Exclusion at the Urban Frontier. In Alison Hope Alkon, Yuki Kato, and 
Joshua Sbicca (Eds.), A Recipe for Gentrification: Food, Power and Resistance in the City. 
New York University Press. Pp. 31-53. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2020. The Contested Ethnic Urban 
Foodscape: Immigration, Race, Class, and Displacement. In Julian Agyeman and 
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Sydney Giacalone (Eds.), The Immigrant-Food Nexus. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. Pp. 
59-80. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2018. Food and Place: An 
Introduction. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and Fernando J. Bosco (Eds.), Food and 
Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 3-12. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2018. A Place Perspective on 
Food: Key Concepts and Theoretical Foundations. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and 
Fernando Bosco (Eds.), Food and Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
and Littlefield. Pp. 13-32. 
 
Evans, Hannah, and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2018. Ethical Food and Global 
Commodity Chains. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and Fernando Bosco (Eds.), Food and 
Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 87-105. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. 2018. Food and Gentrification: How 
Foodies are Transforming Urban Neighborhoods. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and 
Fernando Bosco (Eds.), Food and Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
and Littlefield. Pp. 129-146.  
 
Bosco, Fernando J., and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2018. Spaces of Alternative Food: 
Urban Agriculture, Community Gardens and Farmers Markets. In Pascale Joassart-
Marcelli and Fernando Bosco (Eds.), Food and Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, 
MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 187-207. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Salim, Zia, and Vu, Vienne. 2018. Food, Ethnicity, and Place: 
Producing Identity and Difference. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and Fernando Bosco 
(Eds.). Food and Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 
211-235. 
  
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Enrico Marcelli. 2018. Cooking at Home: Gender, Class, 
Race, and Social Reproduction. In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and Fernando Bosco 
(Eds.). Food and Place: A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 
270-291. 
 
O’Neal, Blaire, and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2018. Chefs: Celebrities, Experts or 
Advocates? In Pascale Joassart-Marcelli and Fernando Bosco (Eds.). Food and Place: 
A Critical Exploration. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 292-307. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Bosco, Fernando J. 2017. Alternative Food and 
Gentrification: How Farmers’ Markets and Community Gardens are Transforming 
Urban Neighborhoods. In Winnifred W. Curran, and Trina Hamilton (Eds.), Just Green 
Enough: Urban Development and Environmental Gentrification. New York: Routledge. 
Pp. 92-106. 
 
Bosco, Fernando and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2017. Gardens in the City: 
Community, Politics and Place. In Antoinette WinklerPrins (Ed.), Global Urban 
Agriculture: Convergence of Theory and Practice between North and South . Boston: 
CABI International. Pp. 50-65. 
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Lee, Keith, Newell, Joshua, Wolch, Jennifer R., and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2015. 
Cows, Climate and the Media. In Jody Emel and Harvey Neo (Eds.). Political Ecologies 
of Meat. New York: Routledge. Pp. 195-216. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Bosco, Fernando. 2015. Planning for Resilience: Urban 
Nature and the Emotional Geographies of Children’s Political Engagement. In Matej 
Blazek and Peter Kraftl (Eds.), Children’s Emotions in Policy and Practice. Palgrave 
Macmillan. Pp. 87-106.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Nina, Martin. 2015. Migrant Civil Society: Shaping 
Community and Citizenship in a Time of Neoliberal Reforms. In S. Haymes, M. Vidal 
de Haymes and R. Miller (Eds.), The Routledge Handbook on Poverty in the United 
States. New York: Routledge. Pp. 547-554.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2012. Negotiating Social, Emotional, and Legal Boundaries: 
Undocumented Immigrants and the Everyday Fight to Stay Put. In Giorgio H. Curti, 
Jim Craine, and Stuart Aitken (Eds.). The Fight to Stay Put: Social Lessons through Media 
Imaginings of Urban Transformation and Change. Wiesbaden: University of Mainz and 
Franz Steiner Verlag. Pp. 109-124. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2012. For Whom and For What? In Lester Salamon (Ed.), 
The State of Nonprofit America. Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution Press. Pp. 
657-681. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2010. Measuring Informal Work in Developed Nations. In 
Enrico Marcelli, Colin Williams, and Pascale Joassart (Eds.). Informal Work in 
Developed Nations, London: Routledge. Pp. 34-44. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2010. Poverty. In B. Warf (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Geography. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2008. Neighborhoods, Mobility, and Wages: Latina 
Immigrants in Southern California. In Marlene Kim (Ed.), Race and Economic 
Opportunity in the Twenty-First Century. New York: Routledge. 
 
Wolch, Jennifer, Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Pastor, Manuel Jr., and Dreier, Peter. 2005. 
Los Angeles: Region by Design. In Janet Rothenberg Pack (Ed.), SunBelt/Frostbelt: 
Public Policies and Market Forces in Metropolitan Development. Washington, DC: 
Brookings Institution Press. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Musso, Juliet, and Wolch, Jennifer. 2004. Federal 
Expenditures, Intrametropolitan Poverty, and Fiscal Disparities between Cities.  In 
Jennifer Wolch, Manuel Pastor, and Peter Dreier (Eds.), Up Against the Sprawl: Public 
Policy and the Making of Southern California. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press. Pp. 195—224. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Fulton, William, and Musso, Juliet. 2004. “Can Growth 
Control Escape Fiscal and Economic Pressures? Evidence from Southern California 
Cities before and after the 1990 Recession,” In Jennifer Wolch, Manuel Pastor, and 
Peter Dreier (Eds.), Up Against the Sprawl: Public Policy and the Making of Southern 
California. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  Pp. 255-281. 
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Erie, Steven P., Freeman, Gregory, and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2004. W(h)ither 
Sprawl? Have Southern California Water Policies Subsidized Suburban 
Development? In Jennifer Wolch, Manuel Pastor, and Peter Dreier (Eds.), Up Against 
the Sprawl: Public Policy and the Making of Southern California. Minneapolis: University 
of Minnesota Press. Pp. 45-77.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Day, Richard H. 1998. Urban Infrastructure and Poverty 
in Los Angeles. In Michael Dear (Ed.), Atlas of Southern California. Los Angeles, CA: 
Southern California Studies Center, University of Southern California. Pp.14-16. 

 

Film:  

Pascale Joassart-Marcelli (Co-Producer). 2018. The Informal Economy. 2018. City 
Rising. Season 2. Documentary Film. Los Angeles: KCET (Executive Producer: Juan 
Devis, Producer: Justin Cram, Directors: Joanna Sokolowski and Kate Trumbull-
Lavalle).  

 

Other:  

Sawyer, Scott, Margaret Chiu, Sona Desai, Pascale Joassart-Marcelli, Amy Lerner, 
Iana Castro, Amanda Schultz Brochu, and Elliott Perason. 2022. Uprooting Segregation 
through our Food System. Story Map. San Diego Food System Alliance. 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4139975eef744b5b9709e9196872ef4f 

 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, 2021. Growing Food and Cultivating Justice. Story Map. 
Project New Village. 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f5b96bad5f8b481e8b1ae4879e6a3b9c 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2021. How Food Became the Perfect Beachhead for 
Gentrification. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/how-food-became-
the-perfect-beachhead-for-gentrification-167761. Reprinted in various outlets 
including Fast Company, Civil Eats, Milwaukee Independent, Consortium News, 
WorldCrunch, and others. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2021. Are your Yelp Restaurant Reviews Causing 
Gentrification? NextCity. https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/are-your-yelp-restaurant-
reviews-causing-gentrification 

 
San Diego Food System Alliance. 2021. Food Vision 2030. Contributor and reviewer. 
https://sdfoodvision2030.org 

 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2020. The Pandemic Exposes Dangers of the Informal 
Economy. May 18. Foreign Affairs. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-
states/2020-05-18/pandemic-exposes-dangers-informal-economy 

 
County of San Diego. 2019. State of the San Diego Food System. Live Well San Diego. 
Contributing author to sections on farming, food security and access, and labor. 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/lueg/docs/State-of-the-
Food-System-for-the-San-Diego-Region-November-2019.pdf 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4139975eef744b5b9709e9196872ef4f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f5b96bad5f8b481e8b1ae4879e6a3b9c
https://theconversation.com/how-food-became-the-perfect-beachhead-for-gentrification-167761
https://theconversation.com/how-food-became-the-perfect-beachhead-for-gentrification-167761
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/are-your-yelp-restaurant-reviews-causing-gentrification
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/are-your-yelp-restaurant-reviews-causing-gentrification
https://sdfoodvision2030.org/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-05-18/pandemic-exposes-dangers-informal-economy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-05-18/pandemic-exposes-dangers-informal-economy
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/lueg/docs/State-of-the-Food-System-for-the-San-Diego-Region-November-2019.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/lueg/docs/State-of-the-Food-System-for-the-San-Diego-Region-November-2019.pdf
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Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2019. The New Normal: Freelancing, Hustling, and 
Informal Labor. City Rising. Los Angeles: KCET. https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-
rising/the-new-normal-freelancing-hustling-and-informal-labor 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2019. From Slavery to Social Contract: An Economy 
Designed to Leave Out many Workers. City Rising. Los Angeles: KCET. 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/from-slavery-to-social-contract-an-
economy-designed-to-leave-out-many-workers 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2019. Neoliberalism, Globalization, and Magnification of 
the Informal Economy. City Rising. Los Angeles: KCET. 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/neoliberalism-globalization-and-the-
magnification-of-the-informal-economy 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2019. The Future: How Do We Formalize informality? 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/the-future-how-do-we-formalize-
informality 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2018. The Good Food District: Historical Background and 
Current Needs. Report on Needs, Resources, Priorities, and Impacts: Part 1. San Diego, 
CA: Department of Geography, San Diego State University, and Project New Village.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2017. Just Food: Philosophy, Justice and Food. Books in 
Review. Gastronomica 17(3): 107—108. 
  
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Bosco, Fernando, and Delgado, Emanuel. 2014. 
Southeastern San Diego’s Food Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities. A Policy 
Report. San Diego, CA: Department of Geography, San Diego State University, and 
Project New Village.  
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2012. The real Cost of Wall Street’s Reckless Practices. The 
Union Tribune. November 5.   
 
Flaming, Daniel, Haydamack, Brent, and Joassart, Pascale. 2005. Hopeful Workers, 
Marginal Jobs: LA’s Off-The-Book Labor Force, prepared for the Los Angeles Economy 
Project under the auspices of the City of Los Angeles, The Economic Roundtable. 
 
Wolch, Jennifer, Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Musso, Juliet. 2003. “Inner-City’s 
Catch-22,” Los Angeles Times, Editorial, M2, July 27. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Flaming, Daniel. 2002. Workers without Rights: The 
Informal Economy in Los Angeles, Economic Roundtable Briefing Paper. 
 
Moore, Paul, Wagonhurst, Patricia, Goodheart, Jessica, Runsten, David, Marcelli, 
Enrico, Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Medearis, John. 2000. The Other Los Angeles: 
The Working Poor in the City of the 21st Century. Los Angeles Alliance for A New 
Economy. 
 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2000. A Facet of Informal Economic Activities in Los 
Angeles. A Women’s Lens on Global Issues. Discussion paper.  
 

https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/the-new-normal-freelancing-hustling-and-informal-labor
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/the-new-normal-freelancing-hustling-and-informal-labor
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/from-slavery-to-social-contract-an-economy-designed-to-leave-out-many-workers
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/from-slavery-to-social-contract-an-economy-designed-to-leave-out-many-workers
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/neoliberalism-globalization-and-the-magnification-of-the-informal-economy
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/neoliberalism-globalization-and-the-magnification-of-the-informal-economy
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/the-future-how-do-we-formalize-informality
https://www.kcet.org/shows/city-rising/the-future-how-do-we-formalize-informality
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Erie, Steven and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 2000. New Battle Fronts in the L.A. vs. San 
Diego Water War. Los Angeles Times, Editorial, p. M6, January 30. 
 
Marcelli, Enrico A. and Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale. 1999. Prosperity and Poverty in the 
New Economy: A Report on the Social and Economic Status of Working People in San 
Diego. Center on Policy Initiatives, San Diego. 
  
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Day, Richard H. 1998. Infrastructure, Population and 
Social Problems: The Los Angeles Example. Working Paper. Los Angeles, CA: 
Southern California Studies Center, University of Southern California. 

 

WORK IN PROGRESS 
Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, Bosco, Fernando J., Nicolas Vadun-Lemp, and Tom Brazda. 
Whose Sidewalk Is It? Street Vendors and the Battle for San Diego’s Foodscape. Under 
Review 

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale, and Bosco, Fernando J. “Food, Gentrification, and Platform 
Urbanism: Commoditizing the Ordinary in Buenos Aires, Los Angeles, and Paris .” Under 
review.   

Joassart-Marcelli, Pascale and Bosco, Fernando. “Work in the Digital Foodscape: (In)Visibility, 
Precarity, and Ethical Consumerism.” Chapter in preparation for Nurturing Food Justice, 
edited by Alison Alkon and Julian Agyeman. MIT Press. 

 

PODCASTS & MEDIA  

Food Talk. 2022. Podcast: Interview with Dani Nierenberg. January 13. 
https://foodtalk.libsyn.com/299-pascale-joassart-marcelli-talks-about-her-new-book-
the-16-taco-which-examines-the-relationship-between-food-and-gentrification-in-san-
diego 
 
The Academic Minute. 2021. The $16 Taco. National Public Radio. December 14. 
https://academicminute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/12-14-21-San-Diego-State-
How-Food-Transforms-Neighborhoods.mp3?sc=siteplayer&aw_0_1st.playerid=siteplayer 
 
Dense City. Podcast. The $16 Taco: Contested Geographies of Food, Ethnicity, and 
Gentrification. December 2. Hosted by Rebecca Mayers. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/dense-city/id1531789334 

Civil Eats. Our 2021 Food and Farming Holiday Book Gift Guide: The $16 Taco. November 
29. https://civileats.com/2021/11/29/our-2021-food-and-farming-holiday-book-gift-
guide/ 

New Books Network. Podcast. The $16 Taco: Contested Geographies of Food, Ethnicity, and 
Gentrification. New Books in Geography. Hosted by Stentor Danielson. November 20. 
https://newbooksnetwork.com/the-sixteen-dollar-taco 

https://foodtalk.libsyn.com/299-pascale-joassart-marcelli-talks-about-her-new-book-the-16-taco-which-examines-the-relationship-between-food-and-gentrification-in-san-diego
https://foodtalk.libsyn.com/299-pascale-joassart-marcelli-talks-about-her-new-book-the-16-taco-which-examines-the-relationship-between-food-and-gentrification-in-san-diego
https://foodtalk.libsyn.com/299-pascale-joassart-marcelli-talks-about-her-new-book-the-16-taco-which-examines-the-relationship-between-food-and-gentrification-in-san-diego
https://academicminute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/12-14-21-San-Diego-State-How-Food-Transforms-Neighborhoods.mp3?sc=siteplayer&aw_0_1st.playerid=siteplayer
https://academicminute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/12-14-21-San-Diego-State-How-Food-Transforms-Neighborhoods.mp3?sc=siteplayer&aw_0_1st.playerid=siteplayer
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/dense-city/id1531789334
https://civileats.com/2021/11/29/our-2021-food-and-farming-holiday-book-gift-guide/
https://civileats.com/2021/11/29/our-2021-food-and-farming-holiday-book-gift-guide/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/the-sixteen-dollar-taco
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Let’s Go There. Hosted by Shira Lazar and Ryan Mitchel. Conversation about The $16 Taco. 
October 19, 2021. https://omny.fm/shows/let-s-go-there-with-shira-ryan/10-18-a-dump-of-
emotions?t=29m21s. 

Shareable. Podcast. Contested Geographies of Food, Ethnicity, and Gentrification.  Podcast. 
September 28, 2021. https://www.shareable.net/contested-geographies-food-ethnicity-
gentrification/ 

Dame. “The Role of Ethnic Markets in Addressing Food Access.” The Fifty-One. Podcast by 
Amy Roost. September 12, 2018. https://www.damemagazine.com/2018/09/12/the-role-
of-ethnic-markets-in-addressing-food-access/ 

Medical Xpress. “Geographers find reasons for optimism in Southeastern San Diego food 
landscape.” Michael Price. April 10, 2014.  

San Diego Union-Tribune. It’s not a food desert, it’s a food swamp. Arturo Garcia Sierra. May 
7, 2014.  

 SDSU News. Is Southeastern San Diego’s “Food Desert” a Mirage? SDSU geographers 
analyzed the food landscape of Southeastern San Diego and found reasons for optimism. 
Michael Price. April 9, 2014.  

 Daily Aztecs. New Couse ‘The Food Environment’ Provides Hands-On Experience. Camille 
Lozano. August 27, 2014.  

 NSF Discoveries, “Economic Structure Drives Working Poverty in Los Angeles Region,” 
Summary of Research on Working Poverty and the Intrametropolitan Division of Labor 
http://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=107059 

Air Talk, KPCC, Interview by Larry Mantle on the informal economy in Los Angeles County, 
May 7, 2002 

Which Way L.A.?, KCRW, Interview by Warren Olney on the informal economy in Los Angeles 
County, May 6, 2002  

 

FUNDED RESEARCH GRANTS  

United States Department of Agriculture. National Institute of Food and Agriculture. NextGen 
(2023-2028, $5,000,000). “Expanding and Diversifying Careers in Sustainable Food Systems 
Along The Us-Mexico Border.” Co-PD (PD: Lluvia Flores Renteria), with Love, John, Liu, Changqi, 
Perez, Ramona, Castro, Iana, Quandt, Amy, and Lipson, David, and Biggs, Trent. 

United States Department of Agriculture. National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Hispanic 
Serving Institution Educational Grant (2022-2026, $999,443). “Transnational Approaches to 
Sustainable Food Futures: Integrated High-Impact Learning Experiences and Pathways to 
Food Careers.” Principal Investigator, with Lluvia Flores Renteria, John Love, Changqi Liu, 
Ramona Pérez, Waverly Ray (SDMC), and Stephen Welter.  

Danone Institute North America: One Planet, One Health Initiative (2019-20, $45,000), “Bringing 
Gardening into the Good Food District: Increasing Gardeners’ Capacity through a 

https://omny.fm/shows/let-s-go-there-with-shira-ryan/10-18-a-dump-of-emotions?t=29m21s
https://omny.fm/shows/let-s-go-there-with-shira-ryan/10-18-a-dump-of-emotions?t=29m21s
http://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=107059


 

12 

Regenerative Community of Practice.” Principal Investigator, with Ariel Hamburger (County 
of San Diego), Amanda McClain (SDSU), and Belinda Ramirez (UCSD).  

United States Department of Agriculture: Agriculture and Food Research Initiative : Education 
and Workforce Development, Post-doctoral Fellowship (2019-2021, $249,000). “Systems 
Analysis of Hydroponic, Aquaponic, and Aeroponic Food Production (HAAFP) in Six US Cities.” 
Mentor/PD, with Blaire O’Neal (Mentee/Co-PD).  
 
San Diego State University. College of Arts and Letters Microgrant (Spring 2019, $500). 
“Cosmopolitan Foodscape.” Principal Investigator.  
 
United States Department of Agriculture: Agriculture and Food Research Initiative, Food, 
Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Human Sciences Education and Literacy Initiatives. Post-
doctoral Fellowship (2017-2019, $200,000). “Urban Agriculture Ecosystem Services.” 
Mentor/PD, with Jamie Rossiter (Mentee/Co-PD). Declined. 
 
San Diego State University Grant Program, (January 2016 – June 2017, $9,949), “Community 
Food Security: Ethnic Markets, Urban Change and Access to Healthy, Sustainable, Affordable 
and Culturally Appropriate Food in City Heights,” Principal Investigator. 
 
The National Science Foundation (June 2012 to November 2016, $249,170), “Food, Ethnicity 
and Place: Feeding Families and Nourishing Communities.” Principal Investigator, with 
Fernando Bosco co-PI. 
 
The TKF Foundation, Open Space Sacred Place (January 2012-June 2012, $49,000), Planning 
Grant: “The Space Within,” Principal Investigator, with Fernando Bosco and Stuart Aitken, co-
PIs.  
 
San Diego State University, Critical Thinking Grant (January 2010-June 2011, $4,000), “The 
Right to the (Healthy) City: Public Parks, Community Formation and the Politics of Place,” 
Principal Investigator.  
 
San Diego State University Grant Program, (January 2008-June 2009, $9,918), “Immigrants in 
the City: Local Disparities in Access to Public and Nonprofit Support Services.” Principal 
Investigator. 
 
Massachusetts Economic Assessment and Analysis Project (MEAAP), (2007-2008), “Municipal 
and Regional Development Incentives,” Co-PI, with David Terkla, PI. 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Active Living Research, (2006-2008), “Disparities in Access 
to Parks and Recreation Resources in Southern California,” with Jennifer R. Wolch, Principal 
Investigator, University of Southern California 
 
Dean's Research Fund Award, College of Liberal Arts, University of Massachusetts, Boston, 
(2006), “Social Services, Fiscal Disparities, and the Role of Nonprofits in the Greater Boston 
Area.” Principal Investigator. 
 
Urban Scholars Post-Doctoral Fellowship, National Academies and U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, (2004-2005), “Closing the Gap between Housing and Job 
Locations: The Role of Rental Assistance Programs.” Principal Investigator. 
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Post-doctoral Research Associate and Project Coordinator. The National Science Foundation, 
Program in Geography and Regional Science, (2001-2004), “Intrametropolitan Division of Labor 
and the Public Cost of Working Poverty,” Jennifer Wolch and Juliet Musso, Principal 
Investigators.  
 
Post-doctoral Research Associate and Project Coordinator. The National Science Foundation, 
Program in Geography and Regional Science, (1999-2001), “The Geography of Poverty and 
Intrametropolitan Fiscal Disparities,” Jennifer Wolch and Juliet Musso, Principal Investigators. 
 
Post-doctoral Research Assistant. Southern California Studies Center, (2000-2001) “Land 
Capacity Analysis of Ventura County: A GIS Application,” John Wilson, USC, Principal 
Investigator. 
 
Post-doctoral Research Associate and Project Coordinator. The Brookings Institution Center 
on Urban and Metropolitan Policy, and the Southern California Studies Center (1999-2001), 
“Building the Sustainable Metropolis,” Jennifer Wolch, USC, and Manuel Pastor Jr., University 
of California, Santa Cruz, Principal Investigators. 
 
Doctoral Research Associate. Center on Policy Initiatives, (1998), “Prosperity and Poverty in the 
New Economy,” project funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, Enrico Marcelli, Project 
Manager.  
 
Doctoral Research Assistant. Southern California Studies Center, (Summer and Fall 1997), 
“Infrastructure, Population and Social Problems: The Los Angeles Example”, Richard H. Day, 
Principal Investigator.  
 

 

RESEARCH HONORS & AWARDS  

Alumni Awards for Outstanding Faculty Contributions (2023), San Diego State University 

Sabbatical Leave Award (2020-21), San Diego State University. 

Most Influential Faculty Member (2017), Urban Studies, San Diego State University 

Food Equity S/hero Award (2014), Project New Village, San Diego.  

Sabbatical Leave Award (Spring 2014), San Diego State University. 

President Leadership Fund Award (2012), San Diego State University.  

Dean’s Research Fund Award (2006), University of Massachusetts, Boston. 

 Visiting Fellow (2004-2006), Joint Center for Housing Studies, Harvard University. 

Visiting Fellow (2004-2005), Center for Social Policy, McCormack School of Policy Studies. 
University of Massachusetts, Boston. 

Post-Doctoral Fellowship (2004-2005), Urban Scholars, U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
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Post-Doctoral Fellowship (2001-2002), National Science Foundation, Geography and Regional 
Science Division. 

Post-Doctoral Fellowship (1999-2001), National Science Foundation, Geography and Regional 
Science Division. 

Fellowship (June 20-23, 1999) Levy-AFEE Summer School, The Jerome Levy Economics 
Institute, Bard College, New York. 

Dissertation Fellowship (1998-99), Center for International Studies, USC. 

 Fellowship (Summer and Fall 1997), Southern California Studies Center, USC. 

 Teaching Assistantship (1993-1997), Economics, USC 

 Academic Distinction Award (1990-91, 1991-92), FUNDP, Namur, Belgium 

 Master Thesis Distinction Award (1992), FUNDP, Namur, Belgium 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS & LECTURES  

University of Pittsburg. “The $16 Taco” A conversation. Hosted by The Humanities Center, the 
Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies Program, Moscaro Center for Sustainable Innovation, 
University Honor’s College, and the Urban Studies Program. Pittsburg, PA (March 15, 2023) 

Hill District Community Engagement Center. Food Justice Advocay panel discussion. Pittsburg, 
PA (March 15, 2023)  

Studio ATAO and James Beard Foundation. “Navigating Hospitality Coverage in the Context 
of Neighborhood Change.” Opening Presentation. Town Hall Meeting (May 24, 2022) 

Studio ATAO. “The $16 Taco.” Book Club (February 23, 2022) 

University of California, Santa Barbara. “Book Talk: The $16 Taco.” Geography Colloquium 
(February 17, 2022) 

University of Arizona. “Book Talk: The $16 Taco.” Center for Regional Food Studies. Virtual 
(November 12, 2021) 

King’s College, London. “Book Talk: The $16 Taco.” Urban Futures. Virtual (November 3, 2021) 

San Diego Food System Alliance. Annual Gathering. “Coalition Building and Campaigning for 
Workers Rights.” Leichtag Commons, San Diego, CA: (October 22, 2021) 

Bonita Vista High School. “Food and Gentrification.” Global Scholars Program (April 18, 2022) 

San Diego State University. “Virtual Book Launch: The $16 Taco” Geography Colloquium 
Series (October 8, 2021) 

Cities@Tufts. “Contested Geographies of Food, Ethnicity, and Gentrification .” Virtual 
(September 22, 2021) 

KCET and the California Endowment. Panelist. Premiere Event of The Informal Economy. City 
Rising Season 2. Los Angeles (November 28, 2018) 
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San Diego Food System Alliance. Food Access Working Group. “Food Access in San Diego: 
Three Case Studies from a Geographic Perspective.” San Diego (December 3, 2018) 

San Diego Food System Alliance. Members’ Meeting. “Geography of Food and Community-
Based Research at SDSU.” San Diego (September 9, 2018) 

Food Justice Symposium. Keynote: “Rethinking Food Justice: Building a Fair and Sustainable 
Food System.” Fullerton College (April 14, 2018) 

San Diego Food System Alliance, Urban Agriculture Working Group: “Urban Agriculture and 
the Pitfall of Gentrification.” San Diego (June 27, 2017)  

University of California San Diego, Quarterly Conversation in Global Health, Panel on Food 
Security from a Local and Global Perspective. San Diego (February 15th, 2017). 

San Diego State University. Geography Colloquium Series. “Rethinking Food Justice: San 
Diego’s Uneven Food Landscape.” San Diego (October 17, 2014).  

University of California, Santa Barbara. Geography Colloquium Series. “Rethinking Food 
Justice: San Diego’s Uneven Food Landscape.” Santa Barbara (October 16, 2014).  

Project New Village. Annual Cesar Chavez’s Tribute and Celebration. “Southeastern San 
Diego’s Food Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities.” San Diego, CA (April 11, 2014). 

Human Dynamics in a Mobile Age, Lightening Talk. “Food, Ethnicity and Place: An Exploration 
of San Diego’s Diverse Food Landscapes and Its Consequences on Health and Wellbeing.” 
San Diego (December 11, 2013). 

Kensington Community Church: “Meat and Social Responsibility”. Guest Speaker Series 
(February 27, 2013).   

SDSU Scholars Without Borders Green Fest Panel. A Conversation on Global Food Justice and 
Security (April 2012) 

Boston University: Social Welfare Colloquium Series, Boston (February 8, 2007) 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Honors Colloquium (November 2005) 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Seminar, Department of Economics, (October 19, 2005) 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Seminar, Center for Social Policy, (October 12, 2005)  

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Junior Faculty Colloquium (April 27, 2004) 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Seminar, Economics Department (March 2003) 

University of Missouri, Kansas City, Seminar, Economics Department, (March 2002) 

McCormack Institute of Public Affairs, Center for Social Policy, University of Massachusetts 
Boston, Seminar (January 2002)  

Southern California Studies Center, USC, Seminar (February 2000) 

Center for International Studies, USC, Seminar (February 2000, March 1998) 



 

16 

 Political Economy and Public Policy, Department of Economics, USC, Seminar (March 2000, 
April 1999, April 1997) 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

American Association of Geographers. ““Whose sidewalk is it?”: Street vendors and the battle for 
the city’s foodscape,” (with Fernando Bosco), Annual Meeting in Denver, CO (March 25, 2022). 

American Association of Geographers. “Building Trendy Urban Foodscapes:  
Labor, (In)Visibility, and Precarity,” (with Fernando Bosco), Annual Meeting, Virtual (February 
2022). 

American Association of Geographers. “Food and Global Gentrification: Displacement in 
Buenos Aires, Los Angeles, and Paris’s Foodscapes,” (with Fernando Bosco), Annual Meeting 
in Washington DC (April 2019). 

American Association of Geographers. “The Cosmopolitan Foodscape: Food and Social 
Encounters in an Immigrant Neighborhood,” (with Fernando Bosco), Annual meeting in New 
Orleans (April 2018). 

American Association of Geographers. “The Taste of Gentrification: How Foodies are 
Transforming Urban Neighborhoods,” (with Fernando Bosco), Annual meeting in Boston 
(April 2017). 

Sixth International Conference in Food Studies, “Placing Young People’s Food Practices in 
the Urban Foodscape” (with Fernando Bosco and Blaire O’Neil), University of California, 
Berkeley, CA (October 2016).  

Sixth International Conference in Food Studies, “Alternative Food Practices and 
Gentrification: How Foodies Are Transforming Urban Neighborhoods” (with Fernando Bosco 
and Blaire O’Neil), University of California, Berkeley, CA (October 2016).  

American Association of Geographers. “Food Journeys: The Everyday Food Practices of 
Young People in City Heights, San Diego” (with Fernando Bosco and Blaire O’Neal), Annual 
meeting in San Francisco (April 2016). 

Association of American Geographers, “Improving Community Food Security in a ‘Food 
Desert’: The Role of Ethnic Markets” (with Jaime Speed Rossiter and Fernando Bosco), 
Annual meeting in San Francisco, CA (April 2016). 

Association of Pacific Coast Geographers, “Improving Food Security in City Heights, San 
Diego: The Role of Ethnic Markets” (with Jaime Speed Rossiter and Fernando Bosco). 

 
Annual 

meeting in Palm Spring, CA (October 2015). 

American Association of Geographers. “Farmers’ Markets and Gentrification: How the 
Greening of San Diego’s Food System is Transforming Urban Neighborhoods”. Chicago (April 
2015). 

American Association of Geographers. “Gardens in The City: Community, Politics and Place”. 
Chicago (April 2015). 
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Fourth International Conference on the Geographies of Children, Youth and Families. 
“Participatory Planning and Children’s Emotional Labor in the Production of Urban Nature in 
San Diego, CA” (January 14, 2015). 

Association for the Study of Food and Society, Annual Meetings and Conference. “Territorial 
Stigmatization and the Emotional Geographies of Food Deserts.” Burlington, VT (June 19, 
2014). 

International Emotional Geographies Conference. “Children’s Emotional Geographies and the 
Construction of Urban Nature in San Diego, CA.” Groningen, The Netherlands (July 3, 2013).  

International Emotional Geographies Conference. Session organizer. “Emotional Geographies 
of Food Justice.” Groningen, The Netherlands (July 2, 2013). 

Low Wage Work and Worker Organizing Conference. “Refugee Employment and 
Integration: The Role of Nonprofit Service Providers in San Diego.” Center for the Study of 
Urban Poverty. UCLA, Los Angeles, CA (April 19-20, 2013).  

American Association of Geographers. “Children’s Participatory Planning in the Construction 
of Urban Nature in San Diego, CA”. Los Angeles (April 2013). 

American Association of Geographers. Session organizer and discussant: “Migrant Civil 
Society: Shaping Economic Integration, Citizenship and Community.” Los Angeles (April 2013). 

American Association of Geographers. "Negotiating Citizenship: Undocumented Immigrants 
and the Everyday Fight to Stay Put.” New York City (February 2012). 

American Association of Geographers. “Community Gardens: Urban Elitism or Grassroots 
Resistance?” New York City (February 28, 2012). 

San Diego State University, Department of Geography Colloquium. “A Thousand Points of 
Light: Exploring the Geographies of Nonprofit Activity” (September 16, 2011). 

Association of Pacific Coast Geographers. "Negotiating Citizenship: Undocumented 
Immigrants and the Everyday Fight to Stay Put.” San Francisco, CA (September 2011). 

ALNARP, Lund Sweden, Sustainability Workshop. “The Right to the (Healthy) City: Community 
Parks and the Politics of Place” (May 2011). 

American Association of Geographers, Seattle, WA. “Nonprofits and the Economic Integration 
of Recent Immigrant Women in San Diego” (April 2011). 

Association of Pacific Coast Geographers, San Diego, CA (October 2, 2009). 

American Association of Geographers, Washington, DC (April 2010). 

California Geographical Society, Santa Ynez, CA (April 2, 2009). 

American Association of Geographers, Las Vegas, NV (March 25 & 26, 2009). 

New Entrants in the Economy: Implications for Workforce Development Conference. UCLA 
(May 23, 2008). 

American Association of Geographers, Boston, MA (April 15, 2008). 

Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, OR (April 12, 2008). 
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Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Diego, CA (March 29, 2008). 

American Association of Geographers, San Francisco, CA (April 18, 19, and 20, 2007). 

Active Living Research, Annual Conference, San Diego, CA (February 23, 2007). 

Western Economic Association, San Diego, CA (July 6, 2006). 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Washington DC (November 5, 2005). 

National Academies, HUD symposium (November 7, 2005). 

American Association of Geographers, Annual Meeting, Denver, CO (April 8, 2004). 

Fannie Mae Foundation Annual Housing Conference, Washington, DC (November 10, 2004). 

National Research Council, HUD Urban Scholars Meeting, Washington DC (November 9, 2004). 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Atlanta (October 30, 2004). 

Brookings-Wharton Conference on Urban Affairs, Washington, DC (October 2003). 

Brookings-Wharton Conference on Urban Affairs, Washington, DC (October 2002). 

American Association of Geographers, Annual Meetings, Los Angeles, CA (March 2002).  

Allied Social Sciences Association, Annual Meetings (Atlanta 2002, Boston 2000, New York 
1999, San Francisco 1997). 

Brookings-Wharton Conference on Urban Affairs, Washington, DC (October 2001). 

Association for Evolutionary Thought, Annual Meetings (San Diego 2000). 

 Brookings Institution, Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy, Roundtable Discussion 
(November 2000). 

 Western Economic Association International, Annual Meeting (Vancouver 1999, Seattle 1997). 

 

TEACHING & MENTORING 

Courses Taught  

 Professor (2015-present), Department of Geography, San Diego State University  

 CAL 400: Binational Approaches to Sustainable Food Futures 

 GEOG 320: California 

  GEOG 340: Geography of Food 

  GEOG 341: Feeding the World 

  GEOG 342: Food, Place, and Culture 

  GEOG 353: Economic Geography 
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  GEOG 354: Geography of Cities 

  GEOG 590: Community-based Geographic Research 

 Associate Professor, (2009-2015), Department of Geography, San Diego State University  

  GEOG 340: Geography of Food 

  GEOG 353: Economic Geography 

  GEOG 354: Geography of Cities 

  GEOG 454: Sustainable Cities 

  GEOG 558: Geographies of Poverty 

  GEOG 590: Community-based Geographic Research 

  GEOG 596: Food Justice 

  GEOG 596: Food and Place 

  GEOG 760: Seminar in Human Geography: Rethinking the Economy* 

Assistant Professor, (2007-2009), Department of Geography, San Diego State University  

 GEOG 353: Geography of Cities 

 GEOG 354: Economic Geography 

 GEOG 596: Geographies of Poverty* 

 Assistant Professor, (2002-2007), Department of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston  

  Economics of State and Local Governments 

  Development Economics 

  Statistics 

  Principles of Microeconomics 

 The New England Economic Environment (McCormack Graduate School of Policy Studies) 

 Visiting Lecturer, (2000-2001), Department of Geography, USC (Urban Geography, Spatial Statistics). 

 Assistant Professor, (1998-1999), Department of Economics, Southwestern College, Chula Vista, 
California (Principles of Microeconomics and Macroeconomics). 

 Lecturer, (1998), Department of Economics, California State University, San Marcos (Principles of 
Macroeconomics). 

 Lecturer, (1997-1998), Department of Economics and Business, California State University, Fullerton, 
California (Economic Development: Analysis and Case Studies). 

 Adjunct Professor, (Spring 1998), Department of Economics, University of San Diego (Principles of 
Macroeconomics).  
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 Adjunct Professor, (1996-1997, Fall 1999), Santa Monica College, Santa Monica, California 
(Microeconomics, Macroeconomics and Women’s College Macroeconomics). 

 Instructor, (Summer 1996), Department of Economics, USC (Economic Theories, Ideologies and 
Policies). 

 Adjunct Professor, (1996), Department of Economics, Glendale Community College, Glendale, California 
(Macroeconomics). 

 Teaching Assistant, (1993-1997), Department of Economics, USC (Principles of and Intermediate 
Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Undergraduate- and Graduate-level Development Economics, 
Planning and Development). 

 

Curricular Development 

Courses Developed 

CAL 400: Binational Approaches to Sustainable Food Futures 

GEOG 340: Geography of Food 

GEOG 341: Feeding the World 

GEOG 342: Food, Place and Culture 

GEOG 590: Community-based Geographic Research 

GEOG 454: Sustainable Cities 

GEOG 558: Geographies of Poverty 

GEOG 596 (special topics): Food Justice 

GEOG 596 (special topics): Food and Place 

GEOG 760: Seminar in Human Geography: Rethinking the Economy 

 

Program Developed 

Interdisciplinary Minor in Food Studies 

 

Program Redesigned 

 Major Curriculum Revisions to Geography Majors (2012, 2016) 

Major Curriculum Revisions to Interdisciplinary Urban Studies Major (2011, 2015, 2016) 

 

Graduate Student Advising 
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Master’s Theses Chaired 

Tawsea Contreras (present, SDSU Geography): “Homes and Businesses: The Economic and 
Emotional Spaces of Cuban Paladares and Casas Particulares.”  

Samantha Park (present, SDSU Geography): “Anarchist Geographies of Food Sovereignty.” 

Sam Orndorff (2020, SDSU Geography): “Indigenous Geographies of Resistance in Nayarit, 
Mexico.” 

Hannah Evans (2015, SDSU Geography): “Sustainable Sugar? Commodity Chains, Ethical 
Consumption, and the Violent Geographies of Sugar Production in Nicaragua.”  

Leticia Garcia (2014, SDSU Geography): “Feeling at Home with the Unfamiliar: Motivating 
People Through Visceral Engagements with Food.”  

Steven Allison (2014, SDSU Geography): “Holes in the Wall? Mobility through Individually 
Owned Foreign Restaurants in Suzhou, China.”  

Sarah Champion (withdrew): “Microentrepreneurship, Networks and Economic 
Empowerment: A Study of Somali Refugee Women in City Heights.”  

Audrey Porcella (2012, SDSU Geography): “Reap What you Sow: Social Capital in Community 
Gardens.” 

William Bredemeyer (2009, SDSU Geography): “Neighborhood Environment, Access to 
Healthcare, and the Self-Reported Health of Brazilian Immigrants.” 

 

Membership on Master’s Committees 

Nicholas Vadun-Lemp (present, SDSU Geography): “(Dis)placing Airbnb: 
Neighborhood Perspectives on Short-term Rentals and Gentrification.” 

Celina Ibarra (present, SDSU Geography): “Urban Violence and the Possibility of a 
Therapeutic Healing Space: A Case Study in Mt. Hope, San Diego” 
 
Linda, Garcia (2022, SDSU Public Administration and Latin American Studies), “Parkland-based 
Community Gardens as a System for Service Provision” 
 
Jose Gutierrez (withdrew, SDSU Geography): “Victims to their own success: Gay men, identity, 
and the dying gay neighborhood” 

Alyson Scurlock (2019, SDSU Geography): “Urban Agriculture in San Diego: Garden 
Characteristics, Practices, and Environmental Outcomes” 

Meghan Murphy (2019, SDSU Public Health): “Food Security in City Heights” 

Sandra Kirkwood (2018, SDSU Anthropology): “Food, Nostalgia, and Home on the US/Mexico 
Border” 

Joel Kramer (2018, SDSU Geography): “Remote Sensing Typology of Agricultural Water 
Availability” 

Emanuel Delgado (2017, SDSU Geography): “Chicano Culture and Gentrification in Barrio 
Logan.”  
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Elizabeth Cooper (2017, SDSU Public Health): “Feeding the Food Gap: An Analysis of the 
Utilization of Private Food Assistance in City Heights” 

Lindsay Lenhoff (2016, SDSU History): “Craft Beer Consumption, Identity, and Urban 
Development in San Diego.” 

Juan Ahumada (2015, SDSU Communication): “Show Me What Democracy Looks Like.”  

Jared Van Ramshorst (2014, SDSU Geography): “’I Suffer a Lot, We All Suffer So Much’: 
Contexts of Mobility, Migration, and Connectedness in Oaxaca, Mexico and Southern 
California.”  

Kari Szakal (2013, SDSU Women Studies): “Food Justice as a Social Movement.”  

Sharon Payne (2013, SDSU MALAS): “Compassionate Consumerism: A geographic exploration 
of ethical consumption”  

Rachelle Andrews (2012, SDSU City Planning): “The ‘Modern Boulevard’: Great Streets for San 
Diego.”  

Rebecca Grover (2011, SDSU Geography): “Local Perspectives on Environmental Degradation 
and Community Infrastructure in Los Laureles Canyon, Tijuana, Mexico.” 

Suman Saripally (2010, SDSU Computer Science): “Map-based Comparison of Population in 
Major Cities of the United States of America.”  

Jonathan Rossiter (2010, SDSU Geography): “New Urbanism, Transportation Mode Choice, and 
Communitarian Behavior: A Case Study from Kentlands, Maryland.”  

 

PhD Dissertation Chaired  

Thomas Brazda (present, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography) 

Aneika Perez (present, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography) 

Blaire O’Neal (2019, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “Nature, Technology, 
and the Pursuit of Justice: Urban Agriculture Networks in San Diego County”  

 

Membership on PhD Dissertation Committees 

Speed, Jaime (withdrew in 2018, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “Marine 
Protected Areas: Policy and Implementation” 
 
Daniel Ervin (2017, UCSB Geography): “Twin Gods: A Mixed Methods Investigation of Diet 
Change in Latino Immigrants.”  
 
Norman Carter (2015, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “The Struggle to 
Create a Residential Community in Downtown Los Angeles.”  
 
Zia Salim (2014, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “Building Community? 
Analyzing Gated Housing Compounds in Bahrain.”  
 
Marta Jankowska (2013, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “Integrating 
Space and Place into Children’s Perceptions of Environmental Health Hazards in Accra, Ghana.” 
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Sean Crotty (2012, SDSU-UCSB Joint Doctoral Program in Geography): “The Geographic 
Dimensions of Day Labor Conflict in the San Diego Metropolitan Area.”  
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