


Bureau numbering order): Yugoslav (649).
Persian (6.'ib r, Afghan (657). Kurdish (65H).
Kirghiz (bS7). Uzbek (6Sl»). Azerbaijani
(bl)O). Turkish (blll). Indonesian and Malay
languages (n2 through 7.+ I). Arabic (777).
Hausa (7S2). Somali (7HJ). Sudanese (7H.+).
Swahili (701) and Fulani (794).
The third characteristic that might identify a
person who is potentially Muslim is place of
birth outside the United States. We chose
those countries estimated to have a Muslim
majority t Weeks. 19SH) for inclusion in this
category. The countries are predominantly in
the north of Africa. western Asia. and south­
east Asia.
Overall. this process identified 1.891.959
people who might have been Muslim. based on
their possession of one or more these charac­
teristics according to the 1990 PUMS data. Of
this number. only 23 percent fit all three
categories of place of birth. ancestry, and lan­
guage. while another 20 percent fit into two of
the three categories. and 57 percent fit into
only one of three categories. of which ancestry
was the most common (3H percent of all of the
"possibly Muslim"). In the interest of setting
an upper bound on the number of Muslims, I
have included all of these individuals in the
category of "Possibly Muslim." To this group
we must now add the estimated number of
African-Americans who are Muslim.

2.J. Adding African-Americans to the
Possibly Muslim Population
The only way to determine the likely number
of African-Americans who are Muslim is to
usc survey results that cross-tabulate race by
religion. As already shown in Table I, the
data suggest that approximately 2 percent of
African-Americans are Muslim. If we
assume that this percentage has remained
stcadv over time. then in 1990 this would
represent a total of 599,729of the 29,986,060
blacks enumerated in the census that year.
Only a small fraction of those people would
have already been included in our estimate of
the possibly Muslim population since in that
group there were only 29.328 blacks who
were born in the United States and, of these.
only 16.572 indicated that their ancestry was
"Afro-American." If we assume no overlap,
then adding 599.729 African-Americans to
the already estimated possibly Muslim popu-
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lation yields a total of 2A91.6HO Muslims in
the United States in 1990. Given the methods
of estimation that I have employed. this
almost certainly represents an upper limit on
the number of Muslims in that year.

While it may be relatively easy to estimate the
total number of African-Americans who are
Muslim. it is more complex to estimate the
geographic distribution of those individuals.
It is unlikely that in every community two
percent of the African-American community
is Muslim. It is more likely that the presence
of a larger immigrant Muslim population will
encourage conversion (or reversion as it is
usually called within Islam), whereas a smal­
ler immigrant population of Muslims will
probably be associated with a smaller number
of African-Americans who are Muslim. even
in the presence of an otherwise large African­
American community. I have used these two
constraints - the size of the African-American
community as enumerated in the census. and
the number of possibly Muslim people as esti­
mated by the PUMS data - to estimate the
state-by-state distribution of African-Ame­
ricans who are Muslim in 1990. If we assume
that 2 percent of African Americans are Mus­
lim and that the total Muslim population is
2,491,680, then African-Americans repre­
sented 24 percent of all Muslims in the United
States in 1990. This percentage is on the low
end of the estimates assembled by Smith
(200I), but that is largely because Smith
assumes that there are fewer Muslims than the
above total would suggest. As the estimate of
the total population of Muslims goes down,
then the percentage of those people that are
African-American obviously increases in the
absence of any change in the assumption
about the number of African-Americans who
are Muslim.

Given the above percentages, the population
of African-American Muslims was cons­
trained initially to be the smaller of either
2 percent of the total state African-American
population or 24 percent of the total Muslim
population in the state (which involved mul-
tiplying the PUMS possibly Muslim total for
that state by 0.317). However. we wanted the
total African-American Muslim population
to sum to 599,729. so the totals for each state
are controlled to that value. These numbers
are then added to the PUMS estimate of the
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Figure I. Number of Muslims by Slate: :WOO
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The clustering of Muslims in specific areas
cannot be discerned from this map, of
course, because it doesn't take into account
the size of the total state population.
Location quotients provide us with a quick
and easy way to assess the state-by-state
clustering of Muslims. This measure calcu­
lates the ratio of the percentage of all
Muslims that are in a state to the percentage
of the total population in that state, A value
greater than I indicates that there are more
Musl ims than would be expected if Muslims
were distributed geographically in the same
way that the entire population is distributed,
A value less than one indicates that there are
fewer Muslims than would be expected, The
far right column in Table 2 shows the loca­
tion quotient, and these values are mapped
in Figure 2. In that map, the "hot spots" are
those states with a location quotient that is at
least 1.2. New York and New Jersey both
have location quotients higher than 2, indi­
catin g that both state s have more than twice
as many Muslims as you would expect given
the total populations of those state s. There is
another concentration in the Washington,
D.C. area, where the District of Columbia
and its surrounding states of Maryland and

Virginia all have locat ion quotients well
above I, A third cluster is in the upper
Midwest-Great Lakes region where both
Michigan and Illinois have location quo­
tients clearly higher than I.
Of some interest is the fact that neither
California nor Texas has a location quotient
that is very far above I. They are in the
"expected" group of states with location
quotients between 0,8 and 1.2, indicating
that the number of Muslims is roughly pro­
portionate to the state's share of total popu­
lation, Both California and Texas have
attracted Muslims probably because they
were, in the 1990s, centers of the informa­
tion technology boom, and the rapid
increase in the Muslim popul ation in Texas
was actually just bringing that state's
Muslim population up to the number that
might be expe cted given the total population
size in Texas. I ment ioned that New York 's
gain in Muslims might have been
California's loss, but it is more real istic to
think that in the 1990s the higher educated
immigrant Muslim population was being
attracted away from high-tech firms in
California toward those kinds of firms in
Texas. California was hit by a recession in



Figure 2. Location Quotients of Muslims by State: 2000
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the first part of the decade of the 1990s that
did not affect Texas, and housing prices in
Texa s have been consistently lower than in
California, making Texas a more attractive
location if salaries are otherwise comrnensu-

rate. Finally, the map shows that most states,
especially those in the middle of the country,
were "cold spot s," indicating that there were
fewer Muslims than would be expected on
the basis of total population.

CONCLUSION

No one can know for certain how many
Muslims there are in the United States, but
all but one recent study suggest that the
number is not currently very far above 3
million. None of the previous studies was
able to provide estimates of the population
of Muslims at the state level. but I have done
so in this paper by combining results from
the 1990 Public Use Microdata Sample with
detailed (SF3 ) data released in Jate 2002 by
the U.S. Census Bureau. [ have combined
data on ancestry, language, and 'place of
birth to estimate the "possibl y Muslim"
population. which is largely exclusive of the
African-American Muslim population. The
latter group has been estimated from cen sus
data. but based on survey data from which

one can derive the percentage of the black
population that is Muslim, con strained by
survey data suggesting the percentage of the
Muslim population that is estimated to be
African-American. The overall numbers of
Muslims estimated by this method - 2.5 mil­
lion in 1990 and 3.4 million in 2000 - are
slightly higher than the results from survey
data, and suggest that the numbers for each
state are reasonable . albeit probably maxi­
mum , representations of the actual numbers
of Muslims in those states.
These estimates provide the most quanti­
fiable data thu s far produced of the geo­
graphic distribution of the Muslim popula­
tion. Those researchers familiar with the
U.S. Muslim population may not be sur-



prised to see the clusters of Muslims in the
New York-New Jersey area, the Washington,
D.C., area and the upper Midwest-Great
Lakes. Nor will they be surprised by the
large numbers of Muslims in California and
Texas. However. the numbers and details are
of considerable interest. In particular, these
data suggest that California has a very large
Muslim population. but it is probably

declining in size rather than growing. Issues
of interfaith relations can perhaps be pro­
jected from the fact that the Muslim popula­
tion is growing in percentage terms most
quickly in parts of the "Bible Belt" (espe­
cially the states of Texas, Georgia, and
North Carolina) and in the western mountain
states that are increasingly dominated by
Mormons, including Utah and Nevada.
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